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REPORT 

OP 

Dr.  PETER  ALEXANDER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Whitley  and  Monkseaton 
Urban  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  to  report  continued  progress  in  the  number  of  dwelling 
houses  newly  erected,  and  occupied,  and  in  consequence,  a  decided  increase 
of  population  from  the  large  number  of  householders  who  have  become 
permanent  residents  in  the  District  during  the  year  1895. 

Fifty-four  new  dwelling  houses  have  been  occupied,  and  fifty-five  were 
in  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  great  yearly  increase  of 
house  accommodation  is  an  evidence  of  the  popularity  of  the  District  as  a 
pleasant,  clean,  and  healthy  resort  for  the  invalid  and  convalescent,  with 
its  pure  and  invigorating  sea  breezes  ;  and  as  a  residential  part  for  business 
men,  engaged  during  the  day  in  the  City.  The  total  number  of  houses 
inhabited  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  919. 

Population. — At  the  last  Census  in  1891,  it  was  3008.  The  estimated 
population  to  the  middle  of  the  year  1895,  was  4135. 

Mortality  Statistics. — The  total  number  of  Deaths  from  all  causes 
within  the  year  was  59,  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of  19' 6  per  thousand  of 
population,  Census  1891,  and  14' 2  per  1000  of  estimated  population.  The 
rate  per  1000  is  still  further  reduced  by  deduction  of  deaths  of  persons 
only  temporarily  resident,  in  lodgings  or  institutions  of  the  District,  to 
12'  8  per  1000. 
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Infant  Mortality, — Of  children  under  one  year  old  11  died  ;  equivalent 
to  123*59  per  1000  of  Births  registered  during  the  year,  and  2*66  per  1000 
of  the  total  number  of  deaths  registered,  from  all  causes,  and  at  all  ages. 
The  chief  causes  of  mortality  were  premature  birth,  diarrhoea,  bronchitis, 
debility,  and  one  fatal  case  of  diphtheria. 

The  Zymotic  Death  Rate  was  0.725  per  1000,  showing  a  very 
satisfactory  sanitary  condition  of  the  district. 

There  were  no  deaths  during  the  year  in  the  Northumberland  Village 
Homes  for  girls,  and  only  one  death  in  the  Prudlioe  Memorial  Convalescent 
Home. 

The  Deaths  from  General  Diseases  were  distributed  as  follows  : — 
Acute  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  Organs,  four  deaths ;  Consumption, 
five,;  Heart  Disease,  four;  Liver  Disease,  three;  Brain  and  Nervous 
Diseases,  five  ;  Cancer,  five  deaths  (2  rectum,  1  the  breast,  and  2  the 
stomach) ;  Diarrhoea  and  Gastro-enteritis,  six  deaths  (1  in  July,  child 
aged  2  years  ;  1  in  August,  child  aged  6  months  ;  and  4  in  September,  2 
adults  and  2  children)  ;  Old  Age,  5  deaths,  of  the  average  age  of  84 
years. 

Fourteen  deaths  were  of  persons  above  65  years  of  age,  or  23'7  per  cent, 
of  the  total  number  of  deaths  for  the  year. 

Inquests. — There  were  three  held  during  the  year.  One  on  a  young 
man  found  dead  on  the  railway,  run  over  by  a  passenger  train ;  and  two  in 
cases  of  drowning  in  the  sea— one  accidental,  whilst  bathing,  being  carried 
away  by  the  strong  current  running  at  the  place  he  entered  to  bathe ;  and 
one  suicidal,  of  a  young  woman  from  Newcastle,  in  a  state  of  despondency. 

Birth  Rate. — Eighty-nine  births  were  registered  during  the  year — a 
considerable  increase  on  former  years,  and  equivalent  to  a  birth  rate  of 
29*5  per  1000  population  (Census  1891),  and  21*5  per  1000  of  estimated 
population. 

Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  within  the  District  during  the  year . — 
Sixty-one  were  received,  of  the  following  diseases  :  Enteric  Fever,  one 
case  ;  Diptheria,  one  case  ;  Erysipelas,  three  cases ;  and  Scarlet  Fever, 
fifty-six  cases. 

Remarks  on  the  Infectious  Diseases  :  — 

Enteric  Fever. — One  case  occurred  in  January,  that  of  a  young  child  in 
Albany  Terrace,  whose  brother  was  ill  in  December,  1894.  No  specific 
cause  could  be  found  in  water  and  milk  supply,  or  in  defective  drainage  of 
dwelling  house. 

Diphtheria. — One  fatal  case,  that  of  a  child  aged  9  months,  and  who 
had  recently  come  into  the  district,  from  Cullercoats,  where  another  child 
of  the  same  family  had  been  ill  of  the  same  disease,  a  few  months 
previously.  There  were  no  insanitary  conditions  in  their  present  residence 
in  Algernon  Place,  to  account  for  the  attack. 
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Erysipelas. — Three  cases  were  notified,  mostly  mild  and  local.  Exposure 
to  cold  and  damp  atmosphere,  with  high  winds.  One  case  followed 
Influenza,  and  assumed  a  phlegmonous  form. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Fifty-six  cases  were  notified,  occurring  in  84  different 
families,  with  two  deaths — one  malignant,  and  one  complicated,  with 
Bronchitis  as  a  sequel.  The  general  character  of  the  Fever  was  of  a  mild 
type,  and  occurring  sporadically  in  different  portions  of  the  district ;  and 
spread  over  the  whole  year,  apparently  by  fresh  importations  from  without 
the  District,  it  being  prevalent  in  the  surrounding  towns  and  villages. 

The  cases  were  notified  in  the  following  months,  numbers,  and  localities 
through  the  course  of  the  year  : — 


January — 

9  cases 

6  in 

Monkseaton,  and  3  in 

Whitley, 

February — 

4  „ 

1 

>> 

>> 

3 

>> 

March — 

11  „ 

5 

J 

6 

j  > 

April — 

3  „ 

1 

}  > 

2 

May — 

1  case 

1 

0 

i  j 

June — 

5  cases 

1 

>> 

>> 

4 

>> 

July- 

4  „ 

3 

>> 

1 

August — 

1  case 

0 

»> 

>> 

1 

(Imported  from  Newcastle.) 

September— 

1  „ 

0 

> ) 

>  J 

1 

(Imported  from  Gosforth.) 

October — 

7  cases 

1 

>> 

>  J 

6 

>» 

November — 

3  „ 

0 

ff 

3 

>  * 

December — 

7  „ 

0 

5  > 

)> 

7 

)> 

or,  19  cases  in  Monkseaton,  and  one  death  from  malignant  form  ;  and  87 
cases  in  Whitley,  and  one  death  from  complication  of  bronchitis,  in  a  very 
delicate  boy,  who  developed  symptoms  of  the  fever  on  the  second  day  of 
his  arrival  in  the  district,  from  Gosforth  district. 

The  infected  dwellings  were  all  visited  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances, 
who  made  enquiries,  supplied  disinfectants,  and  disinfected  the  houses  on 
convalescence. 

No  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  amongst  lodgers  in  houses  where 
cases  of  the  fever  had  existed,  before  being  let  to  Summer  visitors.  The 
efforts  made  to  isolate  and  limit  the  disease  were  most  effectually  carried 
out  by  the  parents,  who  were  equally  anxious  to  eradicate  it,  because 
many  depended  on  the  sum  received  from  Summer  visitors,  to  pay  house 
rent  and  taxes. 

Diarrhoea  was  very  prevalent  in  July,  August,  and  September,  especially 
among  children  artificially  reared  on  the  “  bottle.” 

Scavenging. — The  Contractor  for  the  removal  of  ashes  and  refuse 
performed  his  work,  on  the  whole,  very  satisfactorily.  The  tubs  were 
well  cleaned  out,  and  disinfected  regularly  three  times  a  week.  The 
ashpits,  where  in  existence,  were  well  cleaned  out  and  disinfected.  He 
should  be  compelled  to  carry  out  his  instructions  to  destroy  by  fire  all 
waste  paper  and  other  materials  likely  to  be  carried  back  into  the  streets 
and  roads  by  the  high  winds  so  prevalent  on  this  coast,  and  thus  become 
an  offensive  nuisance.  The  depots  for  depositing  the  refuse,  ashes,  and 
excrement,  should  also  be  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  public 
highway  and  dwelling  houses. 
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The  Streets,  roads,  and  back  lanes  have  been  well  swept,  and  kept 
tidy  ;  also  watered  in  dry  weather. 

The  Sewers  have  been  flushed  with  a  good  supply  of  water,  either  from 
the  flushing  tanks,  or  by  water  cart  where  they  are  not  connected  with 
the  flushing  system  from  the  Hillheads. 

The  Water  Supply  during  the  year  was  well  maintained  as  to  quantity, 
but  in  quality  it  was  at  different  periods  very  hard,  in  all  probability  when 
the  North  Shields  Water  Company  drew  the  supply  from  their  own 
gathering  grounds  and  sources,  without  admixture  with  the  supply  of 
water  provided  by  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company,  and 
which  is  of  a  much  softer  nature,  and  better  adapted  for  domestic  use,  in 
washing  and  bathing. 

There  has  been  considerable  improvement  in  the  lighting  and  jiving  of 
the  streets. 

The  question  of  a  public  slaughter  house  will  have  to  be  considered  in  the 
near  future  by  the  Urban  Council.  The  private  slaughter  houses,  how¬ 
ever  cleanly  kept,  are  a  nuisance  to  surrounding  householders,  and  persons 
of  a  sensitive  nature. 

The  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  were  inspected,  and  found  clean  and 
wholesome  in  most  cases.  In  one  farm  the  byre  was  ordered  to  be  either 
rebuilt  or  repaired  sufficiently  for  the  health  of  the  cows.  The  roof  and 
floors  were  in  a  dilapidated  condition. 

The  district  has  been  systematically  inspected  by  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances  and  myself,  twice  during  the  year,  and  numerous  inspections 
made  in  infectious  cases,  and  where  local  insanitary  conditions  existed. 

The  district  is  now  provided  with  a  Surveyor  and  an  Inspector  of 
Nuisances,  with  a  division  of  duties  for  each  official. 

Every  effort  should  be  made  to  raise  the  District  in  the  public  estim¬ 
ation,  as  a  health  resort  and  watering  place,  by  faithfully  and  efficiently 
carrying  out  all  the  requirements  of  the  Public  Health  Act. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently. 

P.  ALEXANDER, 

Whitley,  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

10th  February,  1896. 


1ABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  Year  1895 ,  in  the  Whitley  and  Monkseaton  Urban  District . 
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TABLE  OF  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  OP  NEW  CASES  OP  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS,  coming  to  the 

knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health ,  during  the  year  1895 ,  in  the  Whitley  and  Monkseaton  XJrban  District 
classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


Names  of  Localities  adopted  for  tlie 
purpose  of  these  Statistics ;  Public 
Institutions  being  shown  as  separate 
localities. 

(a) 

Population  at 
all  Ages. 

* 

CO 

S  A 

-4-J 

02  rH 
•  rH  •  i-H 

SDrQ 

M 

(d) 

New  Cases  of  Sickness  in  each  Locality  coming  to  the 
Knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Aged 
under  5 

or 

over  5. 

(') 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5  |  6  1  7  f  8  1  9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

Census 

1891. 

(ft) 

Estimated 

to 

middle 
of  1895. 

0)  1 

Smallpox. 

Scarlatina 

j  Diphtheria 

Membranous 

Croup. 

Typhus 

F 

O  'u 

o  *o 

•  rH 

©  Q- 

w 

Continued  w 

w 

cn 

Kelapsing 

Puerperal 

Cholera 

Erysipelas 

Whitley  and  Monkseaton. 

3008 

4135 

89 

Under  5 

24 

1 

1 

5  upwds. 

32 

3 

Northumberland  Village  Homes 
for  Girls 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Prudlioe  Memorial 
Convalescent  Home 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

1 

Under  5 

5  upwds, 

Under  5 

5  upwds. 

Totals 

3008 

4135 

89 

Under  5 

24 

1 

1 

5  upwds. 

32 

1 

3 
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F  AC-S  I  MILE. 

Copy  of  Old  Valuation  of  Whitley  Township 


Township  of  Whitley, 

July  22nd,  1880. 

A  List  of  Rentals  upon  a  Valluation  taken  at  this  time  in  the  Town¬ 
ship  of  Whitley,  Parish  of  Tynemouth,  and  County  of  North’ld.  Mines 
vallued  by  Mr.  Matts.  Dunn,  of  the  Leazes,  near  N ’castle,  and  Land, 
Houses,  Gardens,  &c.,  by  Mr.  Wm.  Tate,  of  Harton. 


Full 

Names.  Valluation.  Two-thirds.  One  Half. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

Mies  Ellison,..., . 

12 

yy 

yy 

8 

yy 

yy 

6 

yy 

yy 

Thos.  Wright,  Esqr.,  . 

174 

15 

yy 

116  10 

*> 

87 

7 

6 

Do. 

..Mansion  House,  Gardens,] 

70 

46 

13 

A 

35 

Lawns,  and  Shrubberys 

yy 

it 

4 

yy 

i> 

Do. 

31 

yy 

yy 

20 

13 

4 

15 

10 

yy 

Do. 

.Mansion  House  &  Garden  \ 
in  the  Village  J 

46 

yy 

yy 

30  13 

4 

23 

>» 

yy 

Mr.  John  Cleasby, . 

...Land,  House,  &  4  staints 

277 

12 

yy 

185 

1 

4 

138 

16 

a 

Miss  Henzell, . 

15 

yy 

yy 

10 

yy 

y  y 

7 

10 

yy 

E.  H.  Campbell,  Esqr. 

107 

10 

yy 

71 

13 

4 

53 

15 

yy 

Ditto. 

20 

yy 

yy 

13 

6 

8 

10 

yy 

yy 

Messers.  Clark  &  Taylor, . Collery 

230 

yy 

yy 

153 

6 

8 

115 

yy 

a 

Ditto. 

&  Kilns 

. 

300 

yy 

yy 

200 

yy 

yy 

150 

yy 

a 

Do. 

102 

yy 

yy 

68 

yy 

yy 

51 

yy 

a 

Do. 

>> 

>> 

» 

yy 

»» 

yy 

yy 

>> 

» 

Do. 

168 

10 

yy 

112 

6 

8 

84 

5 

yy 

Do. 

...Mansion  House,  Garden,' 

Lawn,  &  Shrubbery 

69 

yy 

yy 

46 

» 

yy 

34  10 

yy 

in  the  V  illage  J 

Mr.  John  Dixon, . 

74 

yy 

yy 

49 

6 

8 

37 

a 

a 

The  Executors  of  the  late  Mr.  Thos.  Thompson,... 

Do. 

80 

» 

yy 

53 

6 

8 

40 

yy 

it 

Do. 

..Tenants’  Houses  &Eatage 

of  Quarry 

14 

yy 

yy 

9 

6 

8 

7 

yy 

yy 

Mr.  Willm.  Moore,  ... 

..  Land,  House,  &  4  staints 

108 

15 

yy 

72 

10 

yy 

54 

7 

6 

Mr.  Willm.  Crawford, 

...Land,  House,  &  5  staints 

104 

7 

yy 

69 

11 

4 

52 

3 

6 

Mrs.  Scott, . 

10 

3 

yy 

6 

15 

4 

5 

1 

6 

Mr.  Freeman, . 

21 

17 

yy 

14 

n 

4 

10 

18 

6 

Mr.  Ra.  Naters, . 

...Land,  House,  &  2  staints 

215 

12 

yy 

143 

14 

8 

107  16 

yy 

Mr.  Wm.  Hen.  Stobs 

33 

15 

yy 

22 

10 

yy 

16  17 

6 

Mr.  J.  B.  Poppellwell.. 

29 

10 

yy 

19 

13 

4 

14  15 

a 

Mr.  John  Sanderson,  . 

16 

16 

♦> 

11 

4 

yy 

8 

8 

yy 

Mr.  Hugh  Taylor, . 

.  Do. 

2 

17 

yy 

1 

18 

yy 

1 

8 

6 

Mr.  G-eo.  .Armstrong,.. 

28 

» 

yy 

18 

13 

4 

14 

yy 

yy 

Jos.  Laing,  Esqr., . 

...House  &  Water  Engine 

30 

>> 

yy 

20 

>» 

a 

15 

yy 

a 

Mr.  Thos.  Harrison . 

11 

>> 

» 

7 

6 

8 

5 

10 

yy 

Do. 

10 

yy 

yy 

6 

13 

4 

5 

yy 

yy 

Do. 

10 

10 

yy 

7 

yy 

yy 

5 

5 

it 

Mr.  Robt.  Hiddleston, 

8 

yy 

yy 

5 

6 

8 

4 

yy 

yy 

Mr.  Chris.  Nelless, . 

29 

12 

yy 

19 

14 

8 

14  16 

yy 

Mr.  Geo.  Hunter, . 

5 

10 

*y 

3 

13 

4 

2 

15 

a 

Mr.  Thos.  Lore, . 

24 

yy 

yy 

16 

it 

a 

12 

yy 

yy 

Mr.  John  Fenwick. .  .House,  Garden  &  Blksra.  Shop 

9 

» 

yy 

6 

»> 

4 

10 

yy 

Forward  £ 

8 


Full 


Names.  Valluation.  Two-thirds.  One  Half. 


£ 

s.  d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

Forward  £ 

Mr.  Jos.  Fenwick,  . 

4 

10  „ 

3 

»> 

5) 

2 

5 

55 

Mr.  John  Armstrong, . 

6 

55  55 

4 

5) 

55 

3 

55 

55 

Mr.  Jas.  Weatherheecl, . 

...House  &  Grocr-  Shop 

10 

10  „ 

7 

55 

5 

5 

55 

Mr.  Hen.  Dunn,  . 

1 

17  „ 

1 

4 

8 

55 

18 

6 

Fred  Chapman,  Esqr.,  . 

40 

55  5> 

26 

13 

4 

20 

55 

55 

Mr.  Thos.  Kamsey,  . 

House  &  Butclir-  Shop 

8 

55  5) 

5 

6 

8 

4 

55 

55 

Mrs.  Sar-  Heckels,  . 

18 

55  5> 

12 

55 

55 

9 

55 

55 

Do.  . 

20 

5*  '5 

13 

6 

8 

10 

55 

55 

The  Executors  of  the  late  Mrs.  Jane  Bates, . 

Tenants’  Houses 

16 

»  » 

10 

13 

4 

8 

55 

» 

Mr.  Robt.  Arm  strong,...  House  and  Grocer  Shop 

9 

5>  >> 

6 

5  * 

55 

4 

10 

55 

Mr.  Geo.  Huntley,  . 

6 

5)  V 

4 

55 

>» 

3 

55 

55 

Mr.  Robson, . 

.  Do. 

3 

55  55 

2 

55 

55 

1 

10 

55 

Mrs.  Alice  Stratford,  . 

14 

55  55 

9 

6 

8 

7 

55 

j> 

The  Owners  of  Backworth  Collery  ...Waggon  way 

105 

55  55 

70 

55 

52 

10 

5* 

The  Owners  of  Cramlington 

Collery  ...Waggon  way 

35 

55  55 

23 

6 

8 

17 

10 

55 

The  Owners  of  Seghill  Collery . Waggon  way 

35 

55  55 

23 

6 

8 

17  10 

55 

Mr.  Edwd.  Cuthbert,  . 

6 

V  55 

4 

55 

55 

3 

55 

55 

Mr.  Robt.  Taylor,  . 

7 

55  55 

4 

13 

4 

3 

10 

55 

Mr.  Wm.  Foster,  E.  Smith,  Ten .  Do. 

3 

>)  J3 

2 

55 

j> 

1 

10 

55 

Total...  £ 

2848 

8  „ 

1898 

18 

8 

1424 

4 

» 

Yallttation,  June  10th,  1825. 


— : — 

£  e.  d. 

Land,  Houses,  Gardens,  &c. 

2068  „  „ 

Property  not  occupied 

73  f)  i, 

Collery 

600  „ 

Iron  Stone  Works  ... 

100  „  „ 

£2841  „  „ 


Yallfation,  July  29th,  1830. 


- . - 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Land,  Houses,  Gardens,  &c. 

2143 

8 

55 

Collery 

t  •  •  •  •  • 

230 

55 

» 

Lime  Works 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

300 

55 

55 

Waggon  ways 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

175 

55 

55 

2848 

8 

5  1 

2841 

15 

» 

Diflfere- 

£7 

8 

» 

x 


»2/ 


